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PRESS RELEASE: 

NEW DIRECTIONS FOR THE BLUE GUIDES 

�

The publishers of the Blue Guides are exploring ways to bring 

the series’ values to other areas of print publishing.  Highly-

detailed, meticulously-researched and edited, good-looking 

cultural guide books with a focus on art, history, architecture and 

archaeology will remain the Blue Guides’ core product.  

Commented publisher Tom Howells, “an enormous amount of 

work by our dedicated authors and editorial and production 

teams goes into our core Blue Guides, they are a labour of love 

and feedback from loyal readers and new buyers shows extraordinary appreciation for what we do. 

“But because of the attention that goes into each title—we can’t farm them out to a packager with a 

half page brief on how to compile a Blue Guide—our capacity is limited to two or three full guides a 

year.  We are launching complementary titles outside the overcrowded guide book market.”  

The three new November titles are the following: 

1. Sites of Antiquity: from Ancient Egypt to the Fall of Rome, 50 Sites that Explain the Classical 

World: in keeping with the best Blue Guides’ tradition, an accessible and scholarly 

text that really does “explain the Classical World” combined with superb, 

evocative photographs of Ancient Sites reproduced to the best “coffee table” book 

standards. An all-colour hardback with over 300 illustrations; 

2. Blue Guide Literary Companion Venice: an anthology of 700 years of writing 

about Venice, each extract briefly introduced: “It’s an attractive book for the travel 

section of the bookshop as it represents a supplemental sale, not 

just another guide book substituting the sale of an existing title. 

And for the large body of Venetophiles out there this will make 

a great gift.” 

3. Blue Guide Concise Rome: “The full Blue Guide Rome is 640 pages and 

weighs close to a kilo. Sales of the last edition in the US, UK and Italy of 

15,000 copies are respectable for an erudite product, but this 224-paged pocket-

sized Concise edition is meant for on-site use rather than at-home study. We 

have gone for a ‘more-on-less’ approach, a ‘best of Rome’ rather than a small 

and superficial amount of information on everything.” 
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Notes to editors:  

�  About the Blue Guides 

The first Blue Guide was published in 1918.  Somerset Books acquired the series from A&C Black in 

2004 and is continuing the tradition of erudite and comprehensive guides, now in full colour with great 

diagrams, maps, floor plans and photographs.  The focus is on European destinations, with Somerset 

Books initially concentrating on a complete update of the Italian titles. 

More details, including the series’ history and all titles in print can be found at www.blueguides.com.  For review 

copies, further information and artwork Publisher Tom Howells and Editor-in-Chief Annabel Barber  can be 

contacted via editorial@blueguides.com. 

�  About Sites of Antiquity: from Ancient Egypt to the Fall of Rome, 50 Sites that Explain the 

Classical World 

Charles Freeman's book takes 50 sites from Syria and Sinai to southern France and the Solway Firth, 

stretching right across what became the Roman Empire, to show how civilisation developed in the 

Mediterranean and spread through Europe, Asia Minor, north Africa and parts of Arabia. Freeman's 

narrative, filled with illuminating facts, brings sense and order to our perceptions of the Classical 

world, presenting the bigger picture alongside innumerable small and human details.  

Title: Sites of Antiquity: From Ancient Egypt to the Fall of Rome, 50 Sites that explain the Classical World Author: 

Charles Freeman Price: £25 Edition: First ISBN: 978-1-905131-31-0 Format: 220mm x 260mm Specification: 248 

pages, full-colour throughout, over 300 illustrations. Cover: Hardback with dust jacket 
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�  About Blue Guide Literary Companion Venice 

Venice in their own words: an informative and entertaining anthology from over 700 years’ worth of 

literature about, or set in, Venice. Contains extracts from the works of poets, novelists, playwrights, 

historians and travellers. Each entry is prefaced by a brief introduction to the author and his or her 

relationship with Venice. 

From Petrarch to Peggy Guggenheim, the anthology includes writing by Byron, Casanova, Dickens, 

Goethe, Henry James, Thomas Mann, Effie Ruskin, Mark Twain and over 40 others. 

This is the first in Blue Guides’ new Literary Companion series. 

Title: Blue Guide Literary Companion Venice Author: various Price: £9.95 Edition: First ISBN: 978-1-905131-32-7 

Format: 100mm x 170mm Specification: 224 pages, black and white, Cover: Original paperback, thread sewn in 

sections. 

 

   

 

�  About Blue Guide Concise Rome 

The first in the new Blue Guide Concise city series: small format and good value, ideal for on-site use. 

Blue Guide Concise Rome builds on Blue Guides’ exhaustive coverage of Italy and its cities. A 224-

page, pocket-sized distillation, update and complete rewrite of the full 640-page Blue Guide Rome 

(2006), it features the erudition and detailed knowledge that have made Blue Guides the choice of 

discerning travellers everywhere. In full colour, with a focus on covering key sites in sufficient depth, 

its concentration on Rome’s art, history and architecture is supplemented by Blue Guide’s shortlist 

recommendations of hotels and restaurants. 

Alta Macadam is one of the Blue Guides’ best-selling authors. She is a Florence-based art historian 

who has written a number of art history books and contributes to the work of Harvard University at 

Villa I Tatti and New York University at La Pietra in Florence.   



� editorial@blueguides.com, www.blueguides.com  

Title: Blue Guide Concise Rome Author: Alta Macadam Price: £9.95 Edition: First ISBN: 978-1-905131-30-3 

Format: 100mm x 170mm Specification: 224 pages full-colour throughout. With maps, photographs, architectural 

details and floor plans. Cover: Original paperback, thread sewn in sections. 

   

 

 


