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The charactensiic Mtle Barogue church of Sani’Emidie alle Gratte is 10 1he nonh
ol the city, ¢, Wimin walk [rom Pante Moove, This hill of tafa, with several caves, was
the early Christian necropolis. After 3 1errible earthguake sparedd A=cali in 1705, &
was ecided o build ihe clurch as an exsvote, and Ginse e Liesalagil was chosen

te carey oaf the project; it is thoughi to be his masterpiecs

AROUMND ASCOLI

soath of the town, domimating the River Castellane from o strabegic natumal rampan
i iCaste]l Trosino (418m) a village summounded by woods of cak and beech, Inthe
centre of the town is a medieval house called Casa della Begima, said by 2ome 1o be the
chaedling of a Lombard gqueen, by others ihat of Mandred, son of Frederck [1 ol

tally near

Hohenstaulen, An mmportand Lombarnd mecropolis was discovered accide

here in the P9th contury
Mornh of e Monte Ascensbone rises abrupmly o o hei
niain; the anciem poqualat

tha o 110%m, b has

e comsiclered 1 the

aplways been consadered a sacred m
home o the goddess Esu, Eacly Christians belisved that Polisia, the RBoman governar®

cdaughiter haptized by St Emygglius, and Eor whise conversion he sulered martyrlom
fond reloge inoa cave here, Since the Middle Ages o has been dedicated o the
Saclonna, and im Moy pilgrines accompany the sianee of ihe Madonna from the Rigle
wilbige church ol Polesio to another charch on the 1op of the mouniain, Around the
base of the mountain you will see mamy calanchi, small parallel gullies and rovines

cased by the topsedl being washed away from the underhing clay deposits, oreaging

n landecape of ‘clephant’ leei
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GETTENG ARCUND

« By train- Pomo d'Ascolt is on the
main Bologns=Ancomna=Pescara line

= By bas: Aurclinee START, T: 0736
422405, wwwstartspa.it, nans services
v Cavitarsoya Marche, San Benedetio
el Tronto, Fermio, the Siby g

Mowntaine aml Bome
IMNFORMATION SFFICES
Visibors' Cendne, Municipoen, Pi
Arringe, T, 07 36 28HM: Assooaziong
Tierisicn, 54/ Vi Saukuria, T. 0735

B 291, Many of the smaller churches

I the texd are normzlly

closed to the publsc, they can be visated
dunng the summer, Chrstmas and
Easter 4, 30=7, 30 except Mon; Info

Coupemsiva Pulchra, 16 Via Videalio
T; 0736 256417

HOTELS

EEEE Hotel Falazzo Guiderocchi, In

the heeart ol the old cliy, a besutidul ariz-

LOC TG |'-.;'-.|._':.- carefully restored
Comioriable mooms, good resinuram

wigh selecied wine ¢

i, hivwever they
skimped a ligtle on the bathrooms, 3
Vin Baacisas, T- 0736 244011
inloépalazzo m

EEEE Marche, Simple hodel in new
o, with a restaurant. 34 Wiy
Kennedy, T- 0736 45475

EEE Pennlle. Modern simuctere, gooud

valpe for marey, resi

ubderocchi €

dem, i rew town, Via Spahvier, T
07 36 41645, www hotelpennile com
=i Roxi Miravalle Hoiel with

Uyl ganage, giars

resiasirant, podd amd tennes. Via Planoo
=an Marco, T; 0736 351104}
# Pemsione Camting dell Ane, Rather

sparmtan, but & Charming litde place with

o restwurant, in the heart ol the obd city
8 Bua della Lupa, T: (736 255620

FaaH aCCOMMODATICH

Comca o Oro Yilla Cicchi, 8 4% [amm
producing organdc bood, while the farm
house & o carelually restored srstocrai
villa, open smmmer onky. Very pleasand
and their Roszo Picene wine is
ahsclalely superh. 137 Via Salaria
Superiere, Abhazia di Bosara, T: 0736

252272, wwwvilleciochi. it

Il Castagneto. A small farm, in a hall-
siche position with gooad feod. Via Collk
San Marco, T: 0736 331007

Caste]l Trosing

Le Sorgenti. Lovely spot near the lake

w conking, open yvear round. 155

e Lo i Castel Trosinog

[: Q756 263715

Roccafluvione

La Locandas dells Civerea. This ks a

tiny, ancient inn; the ideal place for a
quiet couniry hodiday. Open Aay<Oct

only | Via Caserime, T; (07 3 35135
BELTALIEARTS

EEE Gallo d'Ore. Histomic restaarant
cloze to the Baptistery, lamily-mn, wigh
Incal specialities, Chosed Sun
Chmsimos=New Year and Aug, 13
Corsn Vidono Emanuele, T; 07 45
2531500

EEE |l Boccon [ Vino, Hidden awas

in an nfley; serees Bahulovs anfipasie. X
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Galleria Masionale delle Marche

The vast Galleria Mazionale delle Maeche, one of the most imponant am galleries in

ltaly, boah bor the nmumber of works on display and lor their excellent quality, & on
the firsi Ooor, reached by Lanwmana’s splendid staircase. in the apariments opening
ante the beggia around the bvely polden-hued counyard of honoor, with ns dgors

CHER ROOIRIrY

Appariamenio della Jole: Contains
many wulptunes. Seame rooms wers
frescoed with higures of Warmiors by
Civanni Boccaid, Federicos moom
LAlsova, was decoraled with tempera by
Cavennni da Camenn the fermitere 15
1% century

Appartamente dei Melaranci
Comtains Mth=century works, including
a splendid polyptych by Gicvanni

Barconzio of the Madomna and Chrds
Child will Saimts and Stowies of the Life of

Chrisr (1345), 2 painied Crecilo: by the
Maesteo di Verucchio, and a Madseng
by Allegretto Muzi (see po 550

Appariamento degli Ospiti; Inclucles a
reom stuccosg] by Federico Bramdani,
representing the emblems of the
Mondetelino and della Rovere familis
there are | Sth-century wooden soulp-
tures, & hard fund in Mondavio ol
135 15thecemury gold coins, and paint
ings by Corto onel Vistore Crivelli
Giovanm Bellini, and Alvise Vivanni

GALLERIA NAZIOMNALE DELLE MARCHE

FIRST FLOOR
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Il LURRMO

Lutiang Lisrina [abirb ) Wew of on kieol Ty |

Appariamenio del Duca Federion
The mesi precicus works of an are
housed here. Inthe Sala delle
Lidienze, wiilh lavish decomibiom in
carved and inlaid marble, whene
Federico held his oudiences, s the
tamous Flagefalion by Mero della
Francesea, painied on poplar wiood,
where the relined perspective acquines
an allegorical signilicance—the human
figures, mdilferent to the wriwre taking
place behind ihem, seem less visal than
the architectural lines of the city where
the scene takes place. Also by Piero is
the enigmatic Semigallic Madenra, where
ihe solemn, colossal Chmsi Child
appears 0 acocpd His hwiure sacrifice,
symbaolised by the coml necklace
arcrenegd His theoat, and the white rose in
Hiz lefi hand. Calone ansd salend, His
menther supporis Him as il she were an
clement of the architecture, The scene is
imbued with imipencling tragedy; the
only lighter iowch is grven by the hasket
of nappies on the shell in the back-
ground

Studiclo del Ducs: The inbsd woosd-
wirk on the walls of this roem (D)
Federicos study, is by Baccie Pontedli,
using desgns by Botticells, Bramante
and Froncewon di Giorgio AManma. Joes

van {sheni painted the portmits of 28
Mustrims Men for this room; 1[4 of
them, now i the Louvre, hove been
replacedd by reproductions

Comiers da Letia del Duwea: Federicos
becchamber (Bl hos the lamous por-
prait of Federicp da Mo efelon with his son
Chutdmhalds by Pedro Bermuguete; and a
panel painting of the Madonra from the
atelier of Andres del Vermoochio

Sala degli Angeli: This reom (Diid)
some faminus works, including the
Miracle of the Profamed Host by Paolo
Licoello, and ihe lamous View of ihe
Fdoa Ciiy, Authorship s dispuaied
bevween Luciane Leurana, Peero della
Francescn, ard Fra' Camevale, though
it 18 mosi wsially atinbuted o Lowmna.
Apart from a cowple of pigeons om the
building oo the right. no living creature
is i skgha, bt the hall-open door of the
church in the comire seems o invite us
i enter

.Jl.pplrumrnm della Duichessa-
Devoded 1o 1fah-ceninny works, inclad-
img, L Muta {1507} by Raphael, one of
his Finest Cand most enigmatich paini-
ings, dating 10 the peritod when he had
reiurned from his siay in Florence. Also

LIRBIMNG Bl

by Raphac] is the eardier 51 Catherine of
Aleximdric. The magnetic portraig ol

the Coxcie Tapesiries (see box overleal)
Sala del Trono: This imposing apan.
Christ Elessimg is by Bramantino, Moere meenk, used by the duke as a setting lor
splendicl works are in the Duchess's his parties, has another semes ol
bedroom, including the Last Supper and Flemish inpestries om the walls, the
the Brurrection by Taien, the Famieus Acrs al thi Apu:-:r.'.p, ter which

Raphael provided ihe designs

Annuncdation by Vincenze Pagani, and

LA MUTA

Consdered 3 maserplece of portraiture, the painting (ol on panel) reveals the
influence of Lecnardo da Vinci in the pose, the careful rendening of the simple
dress and jewellery of the siiter, ardd above all ber gentle personality. Listle i
kmewn about the history of the painting, which appears for the lirst time in
1700 i a bst ol works belomging 1o the Uizl i Flosence. Sill less is knewn
ahon the siner, bal peaadays mary scholars believe her 1o be Giovanna Felira
della Rovere, daughter of Duke Federico da Monteleliro, who lost her hushand
in 1501, Analysis of the work shows that the ongina] drawing was of a younger
versbon of the kidy, made at the start of Raphaels carcer; he paimed ber laver with
a slighily different accire, before completing the porrsi probably in abea 1507,
ageimg her lemures cach time, Her recent widowhood would explain her sad

expression of mute pain, and the name by which the picure is universally
kmown,

Second floor

The sevcnd fNloer of the palsce, known as tee Appanansente Rovenesoo, was designied
by Barvcdomeo Genga for Guidubalde 11 della Rovere, It s now the Museo della
Ceramica The first seciion is dedicared e paintings, espectally by Federieo Basood
anl kis school, whibe the secomd has a vast display of ponery, from Urbine and also
o Slena, Demia, Facnzs and Caszelli, the pleces on show ane Inequemly chamsged
O the walls are fine prines and drawings

Croaered Ihoor

Om ke growand Sloor, on the kfi-hand side of the couryaad, is the Moseo Archeologico
Urhimate, consisiing maindy of two collections o sione inscriptions and sculpaures; that
i the kel ingelleciual Rallacle Fabretin, and that of Cardinal Gianfrancescos Spoppani,
bath arcler | Tithecengury colleciors, Thene are many pagan and Chasiian gravesiones,
anl vrms decemizd in reliel. The same counyand gives access 10 the vast Sicrmanet,
the underground roems which served as the siables, bahs, kitchens amd storerooms;
omne, 1he niviera, carebulhy !'m.'l-:u.'u.l with smow during the winter, was like an encmmaous
refnigeraior;, while the baihs wene fully equipped saith ot snel cold water and droanoge
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THE SIBYLLINE MOUNTAINS

hiz streich of the Apennines, the watershed between the Terrhendan 5caand the
Ldriatic, is now omee ol ale most beautilal and miecestin :ll.ll.ll.l.ll |".|!-I\.'\-_ wi e
the mountams and valleys, scaitered with mamersaz: amaldl medioval communities
illustrate the centunes-old, often precarious existence of the inhabitanis in an
extremely fragil

environment and im perfect ecological halance. The park, which pro-
tects ane of the most impomant mountain systems of Europe, is sitamed partly in tha
Marche region ond panly in Lmbria, Al leas 20 of the mountaing are more than
2000m hi

alpine meadows, pallies, waertalls ang roshing streams, i & an

With a zeries ol limestone peaks and deep mvines, hush foresis and

aaral paradize, which
alzo hodds o Eecinatin

i, age-cld air of mystery. There is something here 1o ingerest

everyome: haotanisis, climbers amd skiers, hardwaichers, ree-flyers, arisgs andd photog
raphers, and some wellsignposted tmils provide itineranes for ramblers, trekbers and
mountain hikers. The instinmion of prigective measunes hus brosght @ cenzin degree

of prosperity, and besides wilkllife, several vareties of orchard Erwits {notakly the mela

roeg applde, w0 called neg lor the colour, which is green and red, bt {or 1is aroma of
roses ) and lamm animaks (such as the sopravvissana sheep) have been preserved lrom
extinctson and thesr prodhection much intensibed . Demand for the tasty Casselluccio
lentils, or dhe local tnellies, is mow worldwide




