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central painting by Verrio, The Rape of Ganymede, The wairscoting is richly careed
and the chimneypiece is surrounded by panek of scaglicla, a material made from
selenite but made to look like marble. Probably imporied Fom northern lialy, this =
perhaps the earliest examples of this type of decoration in England. The crimsomn and
gald silk wall hangings, bordered by green, are original and another amaging sandval,

HAMPTOMN COURT PALACE
(Historic Royal Palaces)

Privy Garden

Fast Molesey, Surrey, KT QAL

Tel 0870 752 7777, www hrporguk

Open April-Oct Mon-Sun 10-6; Nov-March Mon-Sun 10-4.30. Tickets are

for the historic palace and gandens, or garden only or maze only. Joint tickets
wilh other Historic Royal Palwce properties possible, Yisitors cin ook fours

wilh historic costumed guides

Aclmissbon charge

Sation: Hampton Coun

Cafes and shop

Map p. 378, 4B

Lower Qrargaery

HAMPTOMN COURT PALACE

Chastk Coasit

Hampeon Court Palsce, sprawling and magnificent on the north bank of the Thames,
is from a distance a fantasy of Tedor turrets and twisted chimney stacks. Formerdy the
extravagant home of Cardinal Wolsey., it was requisstioned by Henry VIl in 1528, on
Woley's failure 10 suppont the king's desire for a divorce from Katherine of Aragen. It
was here that Henry VI was betrothed 1o his third wife, Jane Seymour and here, a
year bafer, that Jane died gnving birth fo Edward V1, Shakespeare may have acted in
his own Measure for Mogsure inthe Great Hall, Hampton Court was a fneoured noyal
residence of the later Tudors and early Stuans, a plessure palace with tennis courts,
bowling alleys, a tik yard and parks stocked with deer and other game. From 1645
Charles I was irnpn-mrh:d at the PJhn: amd, |'|:|||.q:|'.u.'|r|3 his execution, it became Oliver
Cromwells country reskdence. From 1689 Hampton Court was franslormed  for
William 111 and Mary [ by S Christepher Wren into a modern Barogque palace, its
size and splendour In corecious competnion with Lowks XIS Versdlles, Swites of
King's and Crucens Stabe Aparimicnts were creabed, q:!ului..nu:]i.n& orramental gardens,
with topiary and fountains, and a mace which & =ifl one of the palaces best-known
features. The coun last visited Hampaon in 1737, The State Apastmernis were opened
Eix e r.lul'rhr in the 19th century shorly after the accession of Chaeen Victoria, while
other paris of the palace were awarded a5 ‘grace and favvour” aparimenis to pensioners
of the Crown and others. It was in one of these that. in 1986 a fire broke owt. which
caused catastrophic damage to some of the Kings Apartments. A meticulous restora-
tion campaign has been undenaken, and the refarbished reoms now offer atrue sense
of the exuberant and rich interiors of the time of William 111,
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MATIOMNAL PORTRAIT GALLERY
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