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owtside, formerly pan of the gardens, collected the water from the foumain in the
ground floor hall, which was fed by o nearby Roman aqueduct. A damaged inscrip-
tion in Kufic letters at the top of the east [agacde has not yet been deciphered,
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La Ziza was one of & group of palaces built by the Norman kings in their privage
park of Genoard (used a2 2 bunting reserve) on the outzkints of Palermo, 1t was
begun by Walliam | ¢, 1 164-65 and completed by his son, The pabice 1 known
o have been used by Frederick 11, but it was already in disrepair i the late 13th
cemtury, It was fontified by the Chiaramoni in the 14th ceptury, By the 16th cen-
tury it was in a ruined state and was drastically reconstrscted by the Spanish
Sandoval family who camed it from 1635 to 1806, i was expropristed by the
Sicilian government in 1955, but then ahandoned until pant of the upper floors
collapsed in 1971, After years of neglect, a remarkable restoration

was begun in 1974 and it was lirally opened o the public in 1990, The snc-
ture had to be consolidamed throughow, but the astonishing architecture hos
been preserved. As a finiching 1ouch, the magnificent gardens have recemly
been imaginatively re-created, with lily ponds, fountaing and walks.

The bwierior

The beautifil interior of the palace is on three floors. The excepeionally thick outer
wills { 1.9 metres on the ground feor), the orgiral small windows and a system of air
vents (also bound in ancient Egyprian buildings) kept the palace protected Erom the



(1 hh=1Tth centuries), mexi 1o its convent (the old ponal survives on the comer ol Yia
Pomo Sahwod. Opposite i the [8th-cemtury Poria Peecara with a lovely {sothic arch
through whach the sea can be seen. It is now used 1o display ishermen's tackle and

nets. Beyond, the Discesa Fiumse, with wide sieps curving down past a lew trecs, leads
o the Lavatobe, a piciuresque medieval wash-hoase, where a spring of shghaly salty
water was converted into 3 laundry by the Ambe and wae sull in daily vee umil guite
recently

From Corso Bugpero and Vicolo ded Saracemi steps amd a path lead wp (in ¢, 1 hour)
i the Roccm, the summit (278mt of which commmande 3 wonderiul viewe According do
bewend, the nock is the head of the shephend Daphinis. He 50 loved ihe npmph Moaria
that he promased 10 be [ighdal 8o her, on pain of beimg blinded, Chimaera then emiced
him imo the woods, gave him wine and seduced hime Momia accordimgly blinded him
and Hermes, on the omders of Hero, to whom Momia was dear, tumed him inbo stors
His hitier icars ai has folly are sasd 1o lorm the sprmg ihai supplies ihe Lavatoio, Cn ibe
top ol ihe Bocca is the so-called Temple of Diagna, with walls made out of hoge polyg-
ot Blixks and o camved architrave over the emtrance, 11 wis |'l.|l|'l.||'l|:. @ -scregd ediic
huilt in the Sh=4th century o over an carlier cistern. Steciches of castellaied walls can
also b zeen here as well s numerows cisterns and owvens, bat only vagee inces remain
ol the onginal castl



HISTORY OF SELINUNTE

Selmunte was 2 oolony ol Megam Hyblaga, probably [ounded ns early as 651 &

b @kes itz name Selinus Irom the wild oelery, Aplum erovepiens (Greek, selimon}
which a8l grows here in abundance, and which Appears om s Cons [The
colony’s most prosperous perad was the Sth century 0, when the great temples
were built and the city was laid ow on a rectangular plan. Alter the battle ol
Himera in 480 & Selinunte took pan with Symacuse in an allance agains
Canhage, and in 4% & the Carthagimians, summoned (o the help of Segesta
the moatal enemy of Selimmee, seni am armey of 100,000 under Hannibal, son ol
Gisco, which capiured Selinunde belore the allied wroops of Acmgas and
Symacuse could armve, The city, which lell in ondy nine days, woas sacked an«d
destroyed, and its inhabotants sold as slaves. A ber setibement, led by
Hermacrales, a Symacusan exile, was dispersed by Carthage in 250 s, and the
population rescitled at Lilybacum. It is thought, hoaever, that the utter destruc-
tion ol every building, scarcely a single columm being lely uprigha, coald alsoe
have been due 10 carthguakes, In fact, arcund amd under the columns of Temple
(. are the muins of o Byzaniine setilement, and a bner, Argh village called Rahal
al Asmaam, or willage ol the columns’, which must have been destroyed by an
carthcpuake in the Middle Apes

Ternigle E (990480 6o, recorstructed o 1958 on the Ext HEll & Selinomie
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VILLA ROMANA DEL CASALE
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