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Exploring Cordes
Cordes is made up of four concentric enclosares, the first two dating from the basride
bailt m 1222, ihe others ier, The suburk of La Boutellerie on the castern sade
remaimed outside the profecied perimeter. On loot, from Mace de by Boukellene take
the no=cndry to cars road, pass the chapel of the old Hopaal S=acques, to the junc-
gicn with the Escalier du Pater-Mosier om womar lely=—with 2= mary st [ s there arme
words in the Latin version of the Lord’s Proyer. Oin the nighi is the Porie de 1Horloge,
with a clock and a round tower. This was the eastern entrance to the lownh eceinie,
huilt m the 16th cemtory o enclose the lour faubmings that had surmounded the
mecheval for since the 144h century, The route gets steeper bere oni

There was never a fewndal casile s Cordes, but arand the next bend the mdghiy har-
bican looms up on a clill-like base which was part of ihe third enclosure, built ai a
time of great prasperity and populstion explosion oq the end of the 13th century or
garly im the 14th century, when the first enclosures were cutgrown, The moad bends
to arrive w Porte du Vainguear {or PFlanol, 122 2<% picmned below), pamlle] with the
wall, with a semi=circular tower engulfed by the buaiklmgs around &, Cppasiie is the
Lae Sbh-cenmury Maison Gorsse, with early Renasssance windows, The street then
turmns left 1o pass through the barely ahered Ponadl Peine {135th century, which orig.
inally had iwo poricullises and a wooden door, 10 the heari of ihe wpper iown
Immediately on the nght & the entrance to the Musée Charles Portal (open July=Aug
3= & 4=7; June, Sen 3 30630 Sepr=Aprl Sum Sty T: 05 63 5600 521, a privaie
museum ol local archasolegy and history with a remarkable and eclectic collection
O the Giramed Bue age the best ol ihe outstanding group of Gothic houses, On the
south side, ihe Maison Camrié-Boyer, is
considered o be among the carliest buaik
(12951320}, On three Hoors, the
Ingade ogpressavely aliered. 1t remains an
examphe of b most of the howses were
Tele i the 19h century,. Next door is
haizom Prumet, ol about the same dage,

Porin cha Vasnegiar [ 1233-391 & Condet

with three arcades on the ground floor
and three 1wa-light windows with a cir-
cular oculus outlined by deep moubd-
injts, and carvings @ the apex. It hogses
the Musée de VAnn du Secre open
July=Amg  9-T; Feb-fune, Spi-Dh
I0=12 30 & 2 -6 30), contumang sugar
{amtasies conjured up by local restanma-
fewr and master pasiry cook  Yees
Thuniés {se p 2770, The nest house,
Mgizon du Grand Fauconnier, is one ol
the three masterpieces, probably dating
irm the fimsi halt of the 14ih century

CORDES T8

Two of the orginal birds of prey from the gade are in the Musée Charles Ponad, This
is one of the most carelully executed fagades, with five arcades ai ground level and
series of treceried windows on the [t and secomd floors, amanged in dilferent
rhythms with high-reliel carvings

GOTHIC HOUSES OF CORDES

RACADES: OF THE MATRON PRUBET B BARDN Do) CRAND FALICOMMER,

This argue growp of hifels parficulios was began nearly a century alter the
foundation of the basride with fortunes masle from linen and kather. At that time
the population could have been around 5.000. The best are on the south, buil
into the hill, with an average of three floors on the town side but up 1o five or
1X f.'h:l:n.guut {n the E.I'ﬂ-l.‘ll:ld faar are ll:rﬂ,: arches |.'n:|"|.':|.r|."i.np.si:.-u Ei'l.'in!.xn-:u
i the courtyard, stables or bowtigues. The first [foor s the most omate. corre-
sponding to a large room the width of the bailding hit by a series of sophistcar-
el traceried windows. The sculpted decoration is usually concentrated around
ithe windows and on ihe string courses linking the bays, The rhyihm of the bays
and the carvings are slightly different for each house, As the population
decreazed the occupants moved 1o the lower foors, partitioned the inerior,
backed doors and windoas (especally when windows were (axed in the 1Tth
century), and sliced off the relief carvings to hang shutters, kaving the upper
floors unmelesied, When the time came (0 restore the houses, the second Floor
often served as o model for the lower one. The names are an invention of the
19th century, mspired by nothing more than the decoration on the (acade.
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Jean-Auguste-Dominigque Ingres {1 780- 1857
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