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FUBLIC CEREMOMNIES IM PIALZZA SAN MARCO

The Piazza provided a magnificent sating lor the sumptuous public ceremonies
held throaghout Venice's history, the Torm ol which olten echoed Byzanine
speciacles. These were singed 1o impress her inhabitanis a2 well & the foreign
ambassidiors and merchants [rom ovw e, |-\.|.|. midid k 1, P Cas1ias Lasi-
ng many howrs would give a visusl sense to the dignilied order wiihin th

venetian State, These took place on religions lestivads (including the Feast of 52

Mark, Palm Sumday pnd Conpus Chirsii), as well g on imponiamt oocasions such

a5 the arrival of o foreign dignitary, The olficials who processed would inclucle
the Canons of 51 Mark®, the Doge, the Council of Fen, the Procurators, and rep-
resentatives of the stwole and religions arders, and they would be accompanied
by the musicians amd choir of 51 Mark's. Gentile Bellinis celebrated painting of
the Prccsdn o the Belic of ke True Crms bere in 1496 (in the Gallenie
dellAccademina; ploruned abive} provides us with one of the most acourate repr

sepiations ol such o ceremy iy
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Procuratic Veechie

Along the entire nocth side of the Piazza run the sately nrcades, with three open gal-
keries, of the Procuratie Veochie, reconstructed afier a fire in 1512, probably to a design
by the grest Benaksance architect Mawro Codussic who had died a few vears earlier, hay-
ing bl numeros imporant churches and palaces in the day (see po 2430, Work was
comtimeed vndler the direction of Bamolomes Bon and another local archaien, Guglielme
clei Grigg, belore Jacopo Sarsevino mlded an upper siorey, with a hundred arches, in
1532, The building served a5 the residence and offices of the Procumtoss of 58 Marks
wha, atter the doge, were considered the highest olficials in the Bepublic, and were in
charge of the buakding and corservation of the hasili-
. They were the only paircin officers of the
Repuablic (besides the doge) who were elected for lile
By the 1Mh century they had taken on a ol of fun-
damental importance not only o5 guandins of the
hasalica bnn alzn as adminigraiors of the conspicoms
sums of money green by noble [amibies te 510 Marks
Beneath the portico is the Bmouws Calfe Crandri,
which, together with the cven more lamous Floman
appasiie, is consulered ihe most elegant cabé i Venice
[ was opened in 1775 by Gionggo ardd Maxina Chadn,
and i= mentioned countless timiss M descriptions ol
thie ity It also gained a repuiation as the “Ausiman calé
durmg the iime when Vemice was wndler Ausarian mle
Crudni has pretiy Venetan-style decomiions in iis hi-
il rooms, and a timy bar where vou can stand & the
counter bor @ drink The restaumml, in tao bowely

roomns gpsimrs overloolong ihe Piazzon, was opened m
1844 (30 p. 60

Also beneath the portico, at no, 101, an an gallery
aocupies the showrooms designed by Carlo Soarpa lor
ot in 1958, Boih ingerior and exdenior ilfusiraie
Scapak innovative style and nse of differend mabenals

Procuratic Muove

The Frocuratie Muove, on the south side of ihe square, were planmed by Jacopo
Sansoving to continwe the design of his Libreria (sce p. 82) which fxes the Doges
Palace, Up to the temth arch Erom the left they are the work of Vincenzo Scamozzi
(1382861 they were completed by his more lamous pupil Baldassare Longhena
nrondd 1640, Like the Procuraiie vieochie, they were also o {laier) residence of the
Frocumiors, bui became a noyal palace under Mapoleon

In the portico beneath s one of the city’s most celebrated calés, the Calfe Florian,
named aler s lirst proprietor in 1720, Florano Francesconi, 8 retains its comdor-
nhle old keather-seated benches ond chairs smound the columne and 8 chamming old-
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| | | | Eshicned interior with an intimate  atmios-
| phere, decorated in 18358 by the little-knimam
180 artist Lodovico Cadonne There is a [ntle bar at

the back where you can si ai the counger: light
lunches and afternoon tea are al=o =erved. It
has been lamous lor over a century as a place
where all the ilhesirious visitors o the city
come to enjpoy the scene. Even il you dont
imtend b it and take & colles you are made 10
feel welcome, and can ook at the book which
tells dis history on ihe stand ai the endrance
Florian’s was ihe meeting place of lalan pain-
ols during Austrian mube; doring the 1848
uprising im the Piczza the weonded were

| brought here. Balzac is said to have ikened it io
[- a stock exchange, a theatre foyver, a resding
! rosim, A club and a condessional

Ala Napoleonica

The west end of the piazza, between the two
Procuratie, was once occupsed by the small,
cemrally-planned church of San Gemignani,
with a very fine Isiran sione begade by Jacopo
Sansoving,
MNapaleon
[whi app-
aremily
remained
unimpressed by Venice on his one visit in FREOT,
whien he spent only slightly over ooweek here) had
it pulled dowm in the same year to make space for
asuite of grand reception rooms, inchesding a ball-
room. As a wing of the royal palace in the
Proscuratse Muwve (seg bebiwd, it comee i be known

x% the Ala H.1|1-|'-'Ir-.-n||.'.1 [rew apen ns par o ihe
Muszen Correr), and was nsed by both the French
anel Ausirian courts during their cooupmion of
the city bhelore Unilication in 1866, 1t &= the hest-
knowmn work of Giuseppe Soli, who, in ihe two
lower Heors, copied the siyle of ihe Procumitie
Muove, but appropriaely added a row of Roman
Emperars, wwhe look dioen Eromn the Lop storey,
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Balls ardd Severini, as well s a sculplure by Umberto Bocciomi (Dymamism of a
Engeding Horse amdd Houses}, andd Metaphystcal paimtings by Gilorgio de Chirico {The
Red Tiwer, o typical work, with @ darkened, threatening loreground. The equestrian
siatee on the right of the canvas throws anather sinister shadow in Iront of the mys-
tersois med tower), Works by Kupka, Kandinsky {landscape with Red Sp,
Mondran, van Doesburg, Malevich, Pesvsner, Lisshizky and Heélion represem
European Absirection and non-Objeciive an i the penied from 1910 1o the 19%0s
Works by Arp, Picabia, Schwditters and Emst belong 1o the Dada ma
elemenis of lantasy in works by Chagall (Raind and Klee (Magic G bt these
arfists 10 Surrealism, which s panmscularly well represented: Emmst (The Kiss
Atirement of the Bride amel Anei=Popgk, Mind {Duich fafertor [ and Seaied Woman [,
Wbagrizie (Erpire of Lighth, Delvaux, Dali (Dirdh of Liguid Diesires), Tan
Brauner, Matta and others. Peggy Guggenheim’s support of young American anists
in the 194ds is manifest in the paintings by Jackson Pollock {Moon Waman

wermeni, while

., Commell

Cirnumcisions and Alchemy, among others) and early works by Maotherwell, Still

PEGGY GUGGENHEIM
COLLECTION

FORDARERTA VERIER

PEGGY GLADGEMHEM COLLECTHOMN L&l

Boahko and Paziotes There is alao an immportard painting by Gorky, Post-war
Ewropean art i represented by Dubulet, Vedova, Appel, Jom
Davie, Fontana, Micholson, Tancredi and Bacci

Peggy Guggerheim (18968-1979)

Peggy Cuggenbeim was the
Hamboyant davghier of one
ol the seven Cuggenbeim
brothers who became nich at

the engd of the 19th ceniury

wir lorune came [rom cop

per mimes. Peggy’s Iather,

Eenjamin  Guggenheim, wos
drovaned on ke 5% Titans in
Aprl 1912, Though bom in
Mew York, Peggy spent mos
of her |1de in Eurepe. In 19349
she decided 1o create a con
temporary arf museum in
London with the belp of the
art crgic Herbern Resd, Her
plare. were frusirated bw the
Second World War, and she
retrmed v Mew York 16 open
{im 19421 a sencsiional mose-
um-=gallery called An of This
L.
she  exhibited European
works from her own collec

; = o v, Here, upuntil 1947,
Py e §1 hiceme. watin her AleEandes P :

Calcar bedread

tren as well as giving exhibitioms 1o then-unknown American ariste—Jackson
Polkeck among them. Her patronage helped o launch the cameers of several o
the orists whoe were later te form the Mew York schoal ol Abstract
Expressionism. Her lirst hushband wae the Amenican collage arast Lawrence Vil

and her secondd the Surmealsi Max Ernasa

Her vam oollection made s European débat ai the first pest-war Venice
Eignnale {1948} in the otherwize emply Greek pavilion. In 1848 she boughs
Pakizzo Venier dii Leoni (fromm the heirs of Dons, Viscoungess Castlerosse) where
the lived for the rest of her lile. Here, i 19%1, she foanded her contempormry an
mesewm, and opened it every summer o visitors, Today the oollection s owned
andd operased by the MNew York Foundari
Solemon B Guggenhem, who ounded the

tonaemed alter o ol bBer ouncles,

{amous musewm m Mew York

Alechinsky, Bacom,





















