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About BLUE GUIDE 
literary companion london
Third in the Blue Guide new Literary Companion series, an anthology of excerpts  
from prose and poetry written in or about London, prefaced by brief biographical 
and contextual notes. Perfect for taking on vacation or as preparatory reading  
before a visit—or as entertainment for lovers of London and literature. 

Compiled by Robin Saikia, a London-based writer and journalist.

In the same series: 
Literary Companion Rome (2010), Literary Companion Venice (2009).

“If you want to read about London in all its delightful complexity (and with a refreshing lack of the obvious) the 
Blue Guide Literary Companion is the ideal guide.” The City-Lit Café

“Strikingly original and idiosyncratic, Robin Saikia's Blue Guide Literary Companion London is a literary masterpiece. Opium dens, Turkish baths, 
plague pits and a spectacular tiger fight in the East End ... Even Prince Charles has a walk-on part. This is the finest anthology about London to ap-
pear in more than half a century.” Historian Giles Milton

“Blue Guide Literary Companion London scores well, with Trollope spilling ink over a pompous colonel, and Keats struggling not to snigger as Words-
worth is buttonholed by a tedious fan.” Spectator

Published:	 February 2011
Format:	 115 x 174mm
Specification:	 288 pages
	 Black and white.
Cover:	 Paperback.

‘The Blue Guides still hold the cultural high ground’
Sunday Times
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